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Virginia Land and Water Conservation Fund
Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP) Program
2026 Preapplication Form and Document Checklist
· Potential applicants should read the National Park Service (NPS) ORLP Notice of Funding Opportunity, including the related documents files, before completing this form. 
· Interested applicants should complete this preapplication form, prepare the required attachments, and submit via e-mail to recreationgrants@dcr.virginia.gov by 4:00pm on September 10, 2026. 
· Applicants whose projects meet all eligibility requirements and are likely to be competitive on a national scale will be invited to complete a full application package for submission to the NPS. The deadline for NPS submission is November 1, 2026. DCR will work with applicants to prepare and submit full applications prior to this deadline. 


	Section A – Project Eligibility Screen-out

	1. Project Sponsor Eligibility
Identify the name of the state agency, local unit of government (such as a city, town, county, or recreation authority), or federally recognized Indian Tribe applying for the grant.
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	2. Qualifying Area Requirement 
Identify the census‑designated urban area (population ≥ 25,000) in which the project site is located. Urban area boundaries can be viewed on the U.S. Census TIGERWeb platform. Please note that census‑designated urban area boundaries often differ from the boundaries of the cities they are named after.

	· Blacksburg-Christiansburg, VA
· Bluefield, WV-VA
· Bristol, TN-VA
· Charlottesville, VA
· Danville, VA-NC
· Fredericksburg, VA
· Hagerstown, MD-WV-PA-VA
	· Harrisonburg, VA
· Kingsport, TN-VA
· Lynchburg, VA
· Martinsville, VA
· Richmond, VA
· Roanoke, VA
· Staunton-Waynesboro, VA
	· Suffolk, VA
· Virginia Beach-Norfolk, VA
· Washington-Arlington, DC-VA-MD
· Williamsburg, VA
· Winchester, VA

	Click or tap here to enter answer.

	3. Alternative Qualifying Areas
Alternatively, a project area qualifies if it is located within two adjacent census‑designated urban areas whose combined population is at least 25,000, or if it is within an area administered by a federally recognized Indian Tribe. Population tables for all designated urban areas are available on the U.S. Census Urban and Rural webpage. If the project area meets one of these criteria, please describe.
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	End Section A



	Section B – Project Details

	4. Contact Person Name & Title
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	5. Contact Person E-mail Address & Telephone Number
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	6. Applicant Mailing Address 
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	7. Park Name (existing or proposed)
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	8. Park Acreage to be Protected in Perpetuity 
Indicate the total number of acres that, if awarded, will be permanently protected for public outdoor recreation use as required by section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act. If less than total park acres, please explain any proposed exclusions, but note that NPS only allows exclusions in very limited circumstances. 
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	9. Project Title
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	10. Total Project Cost (100%)
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	11. ORLP Award Request Amount (up to 50% of total project cost – min. $300,000, max. $15,000,000) 
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	12. Project Scope 
In one to two sentences, quantitatively indicate in linear feet, square feet, acres, numbers, or other applicable unit/s what the project will accomplish. 
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	13. Property Street Address
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	14. Latitude and Longitude (entrance to park or center point of parcel, e.g.: 37.539701, -77.438768) 
Click or tap here to enter answer.

	End Section B



	Section C – Preapplication Documents Checklist

	 A complete preapplication consists of this form and additional items required by NPS, as listed and described on pages 10–16 of the ORLP Notice of Funding Opportunity. Please review the NPS requirements for each item. Additional forms and letters not listed below will be prepared by DCR staff following notice of selection.
☐ VA ORLP Preapplication form (this document)
☐ Project Abstract Summary
☐ Project Narrative
☐ Budget Narrative (template provided by NPS)
☐ Project Timeline
☐ Project Site Map(s) and Rendering(s)
☐ Letters of Commitment for Secured or Potential Contributions of Cost Share (if not in hand at time of preapplication, submit a narrative that discusses potential contributions of cost share) 
☐ General Letters of Support (optional)
☐ Site and Process Photos (optional)

	End Section C





---------------------------------------------------- End of Preapplication ---------------------------------------------------

Complete preapplications and attachments must be submitted via email to recreationgrants@dcr.virginia.gov by 4:00 pm on September 10, 2026.
If your email size is larger than 50MB please contact Recreation Grants staff (804-786-1119) prior to the submission deadline for instructions on how to submit.
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