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COMPLIANGE
GOMPLIANGE PHASE ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDANGE

To complete atter you receive notice ot selection
This guidance document guides you through all required compliance
reviews pursuant to NEPA and Section 106. Use the same park name and
assigned LWCF # in all agency correspondence.

The table below shows the overview of each compliance phase step. The following

pages provide instructions for each step. Steps 2-4 can be done concurrently.

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4
VA Department of VA Department of | US Fish and Wildlife VA Department of
Historic Resources Historic Service Conservation &
Resources Recreation
Submit to USFWS  Floodplains
Obtain Archives Submitto ePIX with Species List Screen with VFRIS
Report (Allow for 30 (Allow for30 + | and Section7 (no waiting
days) days) Determination period/self-serve)
Table
US Army Corps of US Army Corps of VA Departmentof VA Department of
Engineers/VA Engineers Conservation & Environmental
Department of Recreation Natural  Quality
Environmental Heritage
Quality Submit to
Regulatory Submit to Complete
Screen with WetCAT Request System Information Intergovernmental
Mapper Tool (No (RRS) (Allow for Services (Allow for Review Submission
waiting 30 + days) 30 days) Form

period/self-serve)

VA Department of
Wildlife Resources

Submit to Project
Review

Environmental screening tools are also available through the Virginia Outdoors Plan: https:/fvop-vderhub.arcgis.com/pages/navigating-federal-and-state-requirements



https://vop-vdcr.hub.arcgis.com/pages/navigating-federal-and-state-requirements
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Obtain Archives Report from VA Department of Historic

Resources (DHR)

Visit: https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/dhr-archives/archives-search-service/ and
follow all instructions provided by DHR. The base cost for the archives search
is $75. If the applicant wishes to travel to DHR and conduct the research on
their own, there is no fee charged for the use of DHR computers and software.
Use the DHR Archives Search form embedded on the page to begin this
process. You will receive an Archives Report in return after a DHR Archivist
has completed the review (up to 30 days review time). Save your report for
the next step and email a copy of the report to
kristal.mckelvey@dcr.virginia.gov and tarik.mansouri@dcr.virginia.gov

Use the WetCAT Mapper tool to prepare your project for RRS

submission

Visit VA Department of Environmental Quality Wetland Condition Assessment
Tool page: https://www.deq.virginia.gov/water/wetlands-streams/wetcat

Scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the WetCAT link to open the
mapper.

» ¥ WetCAT | Virginia DEQ X & WetCAT x 4

(& 23  hitpsy//cmap22.vims.edu/WetCAT/ b

. Help/l nformation

Welcome to the Wetland Condition Assessment Tool &
(WetCAT) |

(Governor's Technology Award and Environmental Council of States
Award winner)

Virginia Vegetated Wetlands: 1,222,951 acres

Understanding the relative level of stress from human

disturbance on a wetland's capacity to perform valued v



https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/dhr-archives/archives-search-service/
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/water/wetlands-streams/wetcat
mailto:tarik.mansouri@dcr.virginia.gov
mailto:kristal.mckelvey@dcr.virginia.gov
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If you are drawing your project area you can trace the parcel area for a full
review of your project site.

Select the layers icon in the top left side of the map. The layers icon will expand
to show all layers in the Map Contents panel (the layers icon changes to the
double chevron when selected). Expand the Boundary Layers and turn on
Virginia Parcels.

S o BRI )

Boundary Layers

Virginia Parcels
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Layers
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B WetCAT | Virginia DEQ
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S Draw/l .
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polygon tool to trace the o
boundary of the Virginia 4 2l
Parcels layer shown on e
the map. Acres are
automatically generated. - YJ G

@)
=

Select Yes to run the =
cumulative assessment
within the polygon area. &
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In the map, navigate to layers and turn on Wetlands > all nested layers below
Wetlands (do not turn on Floristic Quality Index); Other Layers > SSURGO

Soils. In the left side column 'Cumulative Assessment' panel, Select the option to
Include all data (blue check box).

Wetland Condition Assessment Tool (WetCAT)

i B D

-

Map Content; 1 » P "
- HE Draw/l & | @ Search Address or Permits
! [ Compensation Sites ® = (i} . =l —
9 . m Tools Results
Wetlands @ B
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£ : Index =
'? Tidal Marsh Include all datz |7Pri|!|1 Results
Community Type ol / ) =
% & (heck the box to include ALL the cumulative result data in the print window OR
State Surface check the individual boxes below to select the data to print.
Waters —
i Determination = =
(SSWD) [:‘_—.'-_j P Include NWI Summary tables
NWI Summary - Scores
Score Type Score|Minimum (Maximum
Other Layers )] i T T z
= Y = . Habitat (average) is Somewhat Stressad 0.70 | 0.66 74
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Resource System il =
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WetCAT Cumulative Results summarizing data within user defined boundary

Select the Print Results button to A IR

generate the report. If the report does not

automatically appear as a pop up in your browser in
front of the map, check that pop-ups are not
blocked and repeat the step until the report appears
with an option to save as PDF.

longitude: -80.132871 latitude:
302026,

n (center point longi
ment Tool (WetCAT) on Tue Jun 30 202

p r,f LowE

| ;
Step 1 is now complete. Proceed © Save report as a pdf

forward with RRS submission in Step 2.
You can proceed forward with ePix o I —
submission in Step 2 when you receive S
your Archives Report from DHR. Archives = -

Reports can take between 2-4 weeks from _—_
date of request. Contact your DHR case Sl

manager if you do not receive a timely
response. DEQ Permit Points are not present within this user defined area
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Step 2 is a time-sensitive process. Minimum review times by agencies take
approximately 30 days plus additional time (60 days or more) to address their
required recommendations based on the scope of the project. This applies to
both the US Army Corps and VA DHR.

US Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Request System
(RRS) - new process for Joint Permit Application

Submit your project through RRS if your parcel and project area has wetlands, streams
(including intermittent streams), canals, or is adjacent to a body of water such as a bay,
river, or ocean. Reference your WetCAT report to confirm the presence of these aquatic
resources, NWI Wetlands, and USGS soil types, and use this information in your RRS
submission. Visit this official USACE help page for general support:
https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/support

Expand to Learn More About Non-Tidal Waters of the United States

* The limit of jurisdiction in non-tidal waters extends to the ordinary high water mark @

=
SECTION 404 SECTION 404 E * When adjacent wetlands are present, the jurisdiction extends beyond the ordinary high water mark @ to the delineated lim
If Adjacent Wetlands Exist Discharge of Dredged or Fill Material %
Beyond Highest Tide -
(Annual) SECTION 404

. SECTION 10 SECTION 10
‘ Al Structures and Work ixe

SEAWARD LIMIT OF THE
OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF

Discharge of Dredged or Fill Material

Fixed Artificial
Islands, and Other
Devices on the Seabed

SECTION 10

All Structures and Work
If a Navigable Water of U.S.

SECTION 103
Transportation for
Disposal of Dredged Material
— HIGHTIDE LINE X Ry
\/J | (HIGHEST ANNUALTIDE) MEAN HIGH '3
" WATERLINE By O
: T §
%
x i <A Ordinary High Water
i __ MEANLOW i i
WATER LINE
' SWAMPS SWAMPS
: - MARSHES MARSHES
HIGHMARSH & LOW MARSH S B0GS B0GS
JURISDICTIONAL JURISDICTIONAL JURISDICTIONAL
DRYLAND |  FRESH ORBRACKISH TIDAL WETLAND TIDAL TERRITORIAL pe— FRESHWATER ADJACENT RIVERS, STREAMS, FRESHWATER DRYLAND
WETLAND FLAT SEAS WETLANDS LAKES, OR PONDS. ADJACENT WETLANDS
Corps of Engineers Regulatory Jurisdiction in TIDAL WATERS Corps of Engineers Regulatory Jurisdiction in FRESH WATERS
This figure is a graphical depiction of the lateral limits of the USACE jurisdiction in tidal waters This figure is a graphical depiction of the lateral limits of the USACE jurisdiction in fresh waters (non-tidal waters).

These graphics show the tidal and fresh water regulatory jurisdiction of USACE and
areas that need a Joint Permit Application (JPA) review and determination.

You will need to create a Login.gov account. startalew Request
Depending on the level of detail and
documentation already prepared, you can
request a pre-application review. This will allow
you to communicate with a USACE reviewer to
determine which documents are needed and a
pathway for permitting. Application drawings will
be required. For further information see:

https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/home/requlatory-p
rogram.

w, and you have completed a delineation and Aquatic Resource Inventory, you must also
wentory". Note that you will be prompted to upload the Aquatic Resource



https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/home/regulatory-program
https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs/support.
https://Login.gov
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VA DHR ePIX

All LWCF projects must be submitted to ePIX for Section 106 regulatory review by the
VA Department of Historic Resources pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act.
VA DHR will review your project within 30 days, after which you will receive a response
letter with additional guidance to address cultural and historic resources believed to
occur on the property, or you will receive a letter of no findings.

Important Notice - Please be aware

LWCF Applications will not be accepted by the National Park Service until VA DHR
completes the initial review after ePIX submission.

Secondly, The National Park Service will not guarantee a grant project will be approved
until all VA DHR recommendations are satisfied and completed by the applicant (i.e.
Phase | Archaeological Surveys).

We recommend ePIX submission as soon as the Archives Report is received, and
initiating any recommendations immediately.

GET STARTED Click get started icon or go to https://epix.dhr.virginia.gov/ and
begin by clicking Register to create your account, followed by
Create New Application. Existing account holders should
Login to their previously created account even if past
submissions were unrelated to the LWCF application.

Home

My Projects

Create New Application

Reference the Archives Report and other project details to fill out
the fields in the ePIX submission form.


https://epix.dhr.virginia.gov/
https://epix.dhr.virginia.gov/
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VA DHR ePIX

VA DHR has designated staff who review federal-funded projects. It is necessary
to submit your ePIX project application exactly as shown below for your project to
be routed to the correct agency staff person at VA DHR.

A Agency Involvement

Please select one of the following options as they relate to the project you are submitting:

O My project involves a federal or state agency and requires review by DHR under the National Historic Preservation Act (Sectior

O 1am seeking Technical Assistance from DHR in the assessment of potential impacts of my project on historic resources (e.g. ir

It is important that you know the nature of the federal or state involvement in your project. Please note that there are a number of
grant programs, and many DHCD programs). Understanding the involvement of the agency and the program is helpful for our reviey

In some cases there are multiple agencies involved in a project. In these cases, there is generally a "lead” agency. In order to help ¢
agencies providing funding, please provide the contact information for the primary source of federal funding first.

Please select the agency, relationship, contact and click the Select button:

Select agency below.

» Agency #  National Park Service (Federal) v

» Select Relationship # 'Federally Funded v/

» Agency Contact ) Add myself v_J h

[~ seect )

Step 2 is complete with RRS and ePIX submissions.
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Step 3 guides you through the following agency submissions and reviews:
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), VA Department of Conservation and
Recreation Natural Heritage (VA DCR NH), VA Department of Wildlife
Resources (VA DWR)

Section 7 Endangered Species Act - USFWS IPaC Species
List, Determination Keys, and Species Conclusion Table

Use the USFWS's Virginia Ecological Field Office's Project Review and
Consultation step by step guidance to complete an Endangered Species Act

review. It can be accessed at:
https://www.fws.gov/office/virginia-ecological-services/virginia-field-office-online-review-process.

Complete their steps 1 & 2 as directed, then follow the prompts to log into the USFWS
Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) site to begin step 3.

IPaC can be accessed at https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/. Users
must create or use their Login.gov account.

Once logged in, select GET STARTED
from the home screen.

GET STARTED

IPaC Information for Planning and Consultation

MY PROJECTS

A map will pop up allowing you to Find location i ot
navigate to your location. Once ,
your project action area is visible, 2 Define area §
use the 2 Define area polygon # o et | S
tool to outline your project action Rl PR /
area boundary. Double click to : SKETCH ( ¢
finalize the area, then click e V [
CONTINUE under 3 Confirm. T
lection by state or county is no ofice  /
3 Confirm //
ot i

Modify the shape by clicking and
dragging the vertices or clicking on
a solid vertex to remove it

AREA: 3.88 MI?

CONTINUE


https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/office/virginia-ecological-services/virginia-field-office-online-review-process
https://Login.gov
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Explore locatio

LOCAL OFFICE RALEIGH ESFO ~

Resources

T On the next page details about

e the project area will come up.

Review this information then

under What's next click DEFINE What's next?
What's next? P ROJ ECT-

s mrm

Define a project at this location ESA REVIEW
to eva\ua‘t’e ;msnna\ \mpacis, = = 5 G -
et an offcial species list, and Review this project's effects on listed

make species determinations. . o

species™ pursuant to the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), as part of the overall
regulatory review.

The Project Home page will open. From here, #
click START REVIEW.

Follow the prompts to request an Official Species List. Be sure to enter
the following information under the corresponding question:

Yes - is project funded by a Federal agency?

None - does project fall under special project authorities?

There is another agency that is the lead agency - who is the Lead Federal Agency?
No - are you a designated non-federal representative?

Lead Project Proponent - what is your role in this project?

Federal agency - what kind of organization is the lead agency?

National Park Service - who is the lead agency?

Under Select your project type, please review the list, but the likely most applicable
options are: Recreation - Maintenance/ Modification or Recreation - New Construction.

After clicking the submit button, you will

SUBMIT OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST REQUEST h be able to download the official species

list. Save this file.
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Endangered Species Act (ESA) Section 7 Determination Table

Continue through step 3 as outlined on the

Date:

VA Field Office guide.

It will direct you to download a Section 7
Determination Table (right) and if bat species
were identified, complete a determination key
in IPaC (see below).

After downloading the official species list in IPaC, select NEXT STEP:
DETERMINATION KEYS.

A list of possible determination keys (Dkeys) will generate. Select SKIP for Dkeys
applicable to other federal agencies. If northern-long eared bats and/or tricolored bats are
indicated in your species list, select EVALUATE to evaluate the project using that Dkey.

Fill out the DKey questionnaire for northern-long eared and tricolored bats.

After all answers have been recorded, select GENERATE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
LETTER. Verify the information, submit, and download* your letter to save a copy.
*note it may take several minutes for the letter to generate and be available for download

Step 4 of the VA Field Office guide is to coordinate with state conservation
agencies (VA DWR and VA DCR NH). Those procedures are outlined on
the next page of this guide. Complete then return to this page.

\ United States Deprtment ofth Intrior Once you have received information from state

= agencies, proceed to complete Steps 5 & 6.
i Fill out the project's Section 7 Determine Table.

Once complete, proceed to Step 7 - Project

Review Package Submittal.

Collect all listed documentation and complete either the
Self-Certification Letter (left) or Review Request Letter,
as applicable. Submit the package to USFWS as outlined
and send a copy DCR.

USFWS has 60 days to review, ask questions, and provide
a response.



https://www.fws.gov/office/virginia-ecological-services/virginia-field-office-online-review-process
https://www.fws.gov/office/virginia-ecological-services/virginia-field-office-online-review-process
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VA DWR

Instructions for obtaining project review comments from the Virginia
Department of Wildlife Resources (DWR) are online at
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/ under “Federal and
State Agencies, Permit Writers, and NGO Conservation Partners.”

Collect the listed information and follow the instructions to submit the
projects to the DWR via email to ProjectReview@dwr.virginia.gov.

DCR NH - Allow at least 30 days for Natural Heritage staff
review and responses.
Instructions for obtaining project review comments from the Virginia

Division of Natural Heritage are online at
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/ereview.

Follow the instructions for obtaining a Project Review using the
Information Services Order Form.

All consultants including those hired by local governments must use this
Information Services Order Form:
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/nhserviceform/.

Local government staff will work with DCR NH staff on their project review
through the Locality Liaison Program:
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/localityliaison.

Return to previous page to finish USFWS review, then Step 3 is complete.


https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/ereview
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/nhserviceform/
https://dwr.virginia.gov/wies/environmental-services/
https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural-heritage/localityliaison
mailto:ProjectReview@dwr.virginia.gov
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DCR Floodplains - Virginia Flood Risk Information System
(VFRIS)

Projects in floodplains may require special permits. This self-serve screening
tool will help you identify any potential permitting needs. Always consult with
your local floodplains board if your project may be in a floodplain.

To access the VFRIS map:

https:/Icasdsis.dcr.virginia.gov/VFRIS/?page=Map
The Help &

Downloads page will
e M guide you through

%DCR & @ Map E Help & Downloads ~ WayS to use the

B E I E VFRIS tool to identify

floodplain conditions

A Commonwealth of Virginia Website

Allentown

Flood Tool Layers Legend

Pigsburch T : that may impact your
| . Philadce\phia prOjeCt
Flood Tool Instructions 5= !
Click on the map or use the address search to find out if
the location is in a flood zone. ) e N PS LWC F req u | res
‘ Roapoke | compliance with National
TR Flood Insurance Program
Winsml: Salem Where applicable-
Rnig\gh Greenville +
Charlotte
o Fayetteville -
o A Jacksonville
el Wilmington,
VA DEQ Intergovernmental Review RDEQ

Office of Environmental Impact Rev (OE]R)
Inter Review ion Form

Complete the Office of Environmental Impact
Review Intergovernmental Review Submission Form
and submit via email to EIR@DEQ.Virginia.gov.

» Under Financial Assistance Program check "Land and
Water Conservation and Local Assistance Grant
Program.”

» Under Associated State Agency list: Department of
Conservation and Recreation.



https://casdsis.dcr.virginia.gov/VFRIS/?page=Map
mailto:EIR@DEQ.Virginia.gov



